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synthpop: Bespoke Creation of Synthetic Data in R

Beata Nowok Gillian M Raab Chris Dibben

University of Edinburgh University of Edinburgh University of Edinburgh

Abstract

In many contexts, confidentiality constraints severely restrict access to unique and
valuable microdata. Synthetic data which mimic the original observed data and preserve
the relationships between variables but do not contain any disclosive records are one
possible solution to this problem. The synthpop package for R, introduced in this paper,
provides routines to generate synthetic versions of original data sets. We describe the
methodology and its consequences for the data characteristics. We illustrate the package
features using a survey data example.

Keywords: synthetic data, disclosure control, CART, R, UK Longitudinal Studies.

This introduction to the R package synthpop is a slightly amended version of Nowok B,
Raab GM, Dibben C (2016). synthpop: Bespoke Creation of Synthetic Data in R. Journal of
Statistical Software, T4(11), 1-26. doi:10.18637/jss.v074.i11. URL https://www. jstatsoft.
org/article/view/v074i11.
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BUT—4 009 048 e N 0.1 1.00
(La—F#) LS BELUS i a5t
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[x5—%] [BEEIS—5]
Coefficients: Coefficients:
Values Std. Err. Values Std. Err.
(Intercept) 2.07728933 0.06292023 (Intercept) 2.174286813 0.06366€670
X11 0.09264764 0.02082369 X11 0.088316082 0.02083291
X222 -0.18700963 0.02833179 X22 -0.107186088 0.02836251
X32 -0.75566125 0.05351497 X32 -0.804637729 0.05382125
X33 -1.24322051 0.05300811 X33 -1.285832663 0.05337544
X34 -1.88517811 0.05634080 X34 -1.919822117 0.05667611
X42 -0.41095684 0.02873724 X42 -0.472095685 0.02903830
X44 -0.66800882 0.03049525 X44 -0.724990454 0.03086111
X499 -0.B8185406 0.09392697 X499 -0.835095420 0.09577980
X52 0.28719127 0.02494760 X52 0.259529646 0.02505617
X599 -0.04097486 0.16881378 X599 -0.297894857 0.18655347
X62 -0.21388003 0.02510285 Xe2 -0.223892275 0.02516053
X699 -0.05206236 0.12587067 X699 0.019661100 0.12654737
X72 0.35504277 0.02522822 X72 0.352969143 0.02522782
X73 0.67095664 0.02724565 X73 0.646936571 0.02723639
X74 0.877899%90 0.04285204 X74 0.950397699 0.04357236
X799 0.07198791 0.06636166 X799 0.005754189 0.06676243
X82 -0.21926362 0.02875516 X82 -0.213276216 0.02857699
X83 -0.23100521 0.03309084 X83 -0.259202946 0.03288136
X84 -0.48180454 0.02857613 X84 -0.511732590 0.02853760
X899 -0.55492871 0.06872571 X899 -0.562102484 0.06754384
Residual Deviance: 67179.48 Residual Dewviance: 67088.55

AIC:

67221.48

AIC: 67130.55
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(Intercept) &

212 -0
713 0
214 -0
715 0
216 0
17 0
218 0
19 -0
Z110 -0
122 0
732 0
733 0
734 0
235 -0
236 -0
231 -0
42 0
243 0
744 0
245 0
746 0
747 0
748 0
752 -0
262 -0
263 -0
264 -0
265 0
266 -0
272 0
13 0
774 0
715 0
784 0
285 0
786 0
287 1
288 0

= — e’

(175

Estimate

3042608
2192660
3955380
4114895
3152534
0922148
0435758
0803025
2566035
4714310
2439973
2971309
2794460
1978005
1904031
7043135
9169362
1968463
2713522
2527787
2385613
2562447
2971693
4648622
8472326
3227735
2235163
0400826
1848263
0404274
2706005
4845627
6991325
9213098
5009367
5662146
7269883
1026582
4007701

—

Std. Error
0. 2785009
0. 1082281
0. 0972899
0. 1140827

0. 1043993

0.1019377

0.1107599

0. 1179236

0. 1046895

0.1732584

0. 0735702

0.1078599

0.1058313

0. 1074093

0. 1117055

0. 1274303

0. 2066963

0.0998924

0.1037179

0.1077130

0. 1180656

0. 1459841

0.2111790

0. 3509302

0.0731720

0. 0656426

0.1673797

0.1044182

0.0820440

0. 0960634

0. 0881643

0.0892113

0.1097424

0.0947511

0. 0936595

0. 0925616

0. 2082851

0. 1238566

0. 1068353

t value Pr(>|t])
19.046 < 2e-16 *kk
-2.026 0.042771 *

4.066 4.80e-05 *k*
=3.607 0.000310 sk
3.020 0.002531 **

0.905 0. 365670
0.393 0. 694006
0.681 0.495892
-2.451 0.014244 *
-2.721 0.006510 %

. 317 0.000912 sk

. 755 0.005874 s*x

. 640 0.008280 s*x

. 842 0.065543 .

. 705 0.088289 .
-5.527 3.27e-08 *k*
~4.436 9.17e-06 *k*

1.971 0.048775 *
2.616 0.008892 *x
2.347 0.018939 *
2.021 0.043326 *
1.755 0.079213
1.407 0.159374
1.325 0.185288

-11.579 < 2e-16 s«
~4.917 8.80e-07 s#xx
-1.335 0. 181754
-0.384 0.701079

2.253 0.024276 *

-0.421 0. 673872

3.069 0.002146
5.432 5.60e-08 *xx
6.371 1.89e-10 stk
9.723 < 2e-16 ¢
5.348 8.89e-08 +x
6.117 9.56e-10 *kx
3.490 0.000483 %
8.903 < 2e-16 skk
3.751 0.000176 #x

— N oW

SEUS

Estimate Std. Error t value Pr>[t])

(Intercept)
12
213
214
215
216
n
218
219
2110
22
732
733
734
735
736
31
42
43
744
745
746
47
748
752
762
763
764
765

5.694740
-0. 266156
0.389798
-0. 493881
0.209577
0.157249
-0.076510
—0. 049666
-0. 385699
—0. 568671
0.362801
0.346913
0.248045
0.180184
-0.175374
-0. 808824
-1.286637
0.536457
0.614029
0.595543
0.529428
0. 674305
0.510055
0.722164
-0. 754937
-0.246016
-0. 130401
-0. 194687
-0. 027568
-0. 165956
0.352843
0.621744
0.801333
1.068675
0.337668
0. 449586
0.534854
0.942788
0.270012

0
0
0
0

IR - IR N - o -

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

316520
109861
098180
117038
106107
103282
112507
119950
106062
172262
073999
112770
110093
11112
114898
129556
208413
102510
108448
112416
124176
154991
213328
374500
076522
062775
191808
113083
088313
102336
095653
096205
116996
100855
087979
081817
177246
119865
101107

17
-2

3
-4

1
=N oW oA

P R NN A ]

o
@ ©

[
L4 L

NN W o w o e e w

— S DIERFER (ER)

—4

992 < 2e-16 #xx
423 0.015410
970 7.18e-05 sk
220 2.45e-05 *xx
975 0.048254 *
523 0. 127881

680 0.496479

414 0.678838

637 0.000276 sk
301 0.000963 s
903 9.47e-07 sk
076 0.002097 »*x
253 0.024258 *
622 0.104884

526 0.126929

243 4.31e-10 *xx
174 6. 71e-10 otk
233 1.67e-07 #xx
662 1.50e-08 sk
298 1.18e-07 sk
264 2.01e-05 ok
351 1.36e-05 #xx
391 0.016807 *
928 0.053816 .
866 < 2e-16 sk
919 8.90e-05 sk
680 0. 496601

722 0.085141 .
312 0. 754923

622 0.104877

689 0.000225 s*xx
463 1.03e-10 sk
849 7.47e-12 #xx
596 < 2e-16 #wk
838 0.000124 s*xx
495 3.92e-08 sk
018 0.002549 *x
865 3.72e-15 sk
671 0.007574 *x
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